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1 . INTRODUCTION 

Kimaragang is a Dusunic language spoken by approximately 10,000 people in north- 
eastern Sabah. It is lexically most similar to Rungus and Sugut Dusun, phonologically 
most similar to Sugut Dusun and Central Dusun. 

The dialect of Kimaragang described in this paper is that spoken on the plains around 
Tandek. A distinct dialect is spoken in the southwestern part of the Pitas district. There 
is also a certain amount of dialect variation within the Tandek dialect, e.g. between the 
Kimaragang living on the Tandek plain and those in the hills; and within the lowland 
area, between the "Kimaragang-Garo" dialect, spoken primarily in the villages of Longob 
and Masolog, and the Kimaragang proper. The variations within the Tandek dialect are 
minor enough to be ignored for most purposes. 

Sonsogon is lexically similar enough to Kimaragang to be considered another dialect 
of the language, at 83-85% cognate with the Tandek dialect. However, the phonological 
differences are so significant that Sonsogon will be considered a distinct but closely 
related language for the purposes of this paper. The Sandayo dialect, spoken along the 
Kaindangan and Bengkoka rivers, also appears to be a dialect of Kimaragang, but further 
research is needed to determine the exact degree of similarity between Sandayo, Sonsogon 
and Kimaragang. 

This paper describes the phonemic system of the Tandek dialect as spoken in Kg. 
Tingkalanon. Data for the paper was gathered during 1 1 weeks in Kg. Tingkalanon 1 and 
seven weeks in Kg. Sajimandut, which borders on the Kimaragang-Garo area. 
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Studies from ten languages: 

Bonggi 

Ida'an 

Kadazan/Dusun 

Kalabuan 

Kimaragang 

Labuk-Kinabatangan Kadazan 

Lotud 

Tagal 

Tatana* 

Tombonuwo 
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